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Egyptian National Commission Consultation Report Form1
Under the UNESCO World Higher Education Conference (WHEC2022)

Theme 9: International cooperation
Basic information
Date of consultation

[23/02/2022]

Location of consultation

[Premises of the Egyptian National commission for UNESCO Cairo/ Egypt]

Partner institutions
(higher education
institutions, other
organisations – include
webpage if available)

Supreme council of universities – Port said University - Assiut University- , Suez Canal
University – Benha University, Matrouh university- Luxor University – Suze canal
university -Suze university -Mansoura university - Kafr el-sheikh University –
Alexandria University – Sadat city university - Damietta University

Name and email address
of key contact person

Reem Ali Mohamed Derbala
reemderbala1@gmail.com
Reem Ali Mohamed Derbala,
Assistant professor – Helwan university
Rapporteur of SGD4 committee and Education committee - Egyptian National
Commission for UNESCO

Complete name, title,
and affiliation of
moderator(s)

1

Language of consultation

Arabic -English

Time spent in
consultation (minutes)

90 minutes

Number of participants

25

Participants profiles
(please, briefly describe
the composition of the
group)

Directors of international cooperation offices at public universities in Egypt, Teaching
staff from public universities, a representative of Supreme Council of Universities
(SCU),

Countries represented by
participants

Egypt

Stakeholder groups
(please mark with an “x”
as appropriate)

☒
Professors/
Researchers
☐
NGOs/civil
society

☐
Students/Youth

☒
Higher education
managers/authorities
☒
Policy
makers/government

☐
International
organisations

☐
Private sector
☐
Others (please, specify):

This template includes some elements used by the consultation developed by the Futures of Education initiative.
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Which theme did you choose for this consultation?
☐ Theme 1: Impact of COVID-19 on higher education
☐ Theme 2: Higher education and the SDGs

☐ Theme 7: Financing higher education

☐ Theme 3: Inclusion in higher education

☐ Theme 8: Data and knowledge production

☐ Theme 4: Quality and relevance of programmes

☒ Theme 9: International cooperation to enhance synergies

☐ Theme 5: Academic mobility in higher education

☐ Theme 10: The futures of higher education

☐ Theme 6: Higher education governance

☐ Other (please, specify):

Synthesis of contributions
Question 1: What should be the present and future role of higher education to favour the wellbeing of
humans and sustainability of societies?
•

•

•

•

•

•

The World witnesses rapid changes in knowledge landscape attributed to scientific and
technological advances such as the rise of big data, machine learning, and artificial intelligence.
It is certain that higher education has a key role to favour the wellbeing of individuals and
sustainability of societies. Thus, Egypt’s vision 2030 ensures that higher education is a main
pillar and a strategic tool to achieve society stability and economic growth through the
development of human resources which will take responsibility for economic, social, and
scientific growth to create new knowledge.
As a knowledge producer, Higher education has a unique role to play in supporting to achieve
the SDGs, as its core mission cuts across all sustainable development goals as well as all
learning domains. Thus, Higher education institutions have a critical role to play in
implementing and driving sustainable development initiatives through their institutional
policies and practices.
Given the rapidly changing employment landscape and global ecosystem, it is becoming
increasingly critical that youth not only learn, but more importantly learn how to learn. Higher
Education thus, must move more towards learning about how to think critically and solve
problems, how to be creative and multidisciplinary, and how to innovate, adapt, and absorb
new material in different fields.
Meanwhile, the growing emergence of epidemics and pandemics will also call for higher
education institutions and research centres for collaborative researches in infectious disease
management and development of vaccines and the resultant social issues raises the need for
multidisciplinary learning.
Studies expect grows of proportion of young people who are – so called- digital natives, with
good access to connectivity, interest will grow in borderless education and new kinds of
courses. Therefore, higher education has a vital role in skilling youth and reskilling employers
for the digital future. For example, the Global Risk Report 2021 of the World Economic Forum
(WEF) 2021, ranks “Cyber Security Failure” as 4th most critical threat to the world. Accordingly,
it becomes appropriate that capacity building for “Cyber Security Resilience” is given prime
importance and is included in higher education curriculum irrespective of stream of learning.
Moreover, as education and learning have already moved to cyberspace due to the ongoing
pandemic, it has become utmost important to protect the privacy and security of each
individual. Thus, as adoption of digitisation takes centre stage, it is extremely important to
make our networks and cyberspace secure.
It is important to emphasis on “what we practice in inside the higher education institutions
today, will shape the future of our communities and countries”.
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Question 2: What are the main challenges/problems/gaps in relation to international cooperation?
Egypt increasingly sees international cooperation in higher education as an important factor in national
economic development and reputation. In light of enhanced student and staff mobility, the increased
presence of branch campuses and international providers, and the demand to increase joint and
double degree programs, higher education institutions are mobilizing to both leverage and steer
internationalization. Nevertheless, many challenges facing higher education institutions in regard to
international cooperation as follows:
1- COVID-19 pandemic has presented a significant challenge for opportunities to improve international
cooperation, as many activities have been delayed or cancelled specifically those which require on
face-to-face interaction. At the same time, it also meant expansion and innovation in online, nonpresential learning and demonstrated how global data sharing can make science respond quickly. That
means that we are hiding new world with new role for international cooperation in higher education
sector.
2- Despite, International partnerships between universities are necessary to develop quality
throughout the university missions. However, establishing partnerships has become increasingly
complex with regard to the importance of access and control of key technologies, as have concerns
about cybersecurity issues.
3- National higher education strategy in Egypt puts the internationalization of higher education as main
pillar and developed plans represent tangible and direct attempts to play an active and decisive role in
relation internationalization. However, Substantive differences in higher education systems their
approaches, rationales and priorities can be considered as main challenge in terms of students
mobility, teaching staff mobility, joint and dual degree programs.
4- Regarding Recognition of higher education Qualifications, epically in the case of dual degrees or
international degrees or even distant learning, clear norms must be adopted to enhance the
internationalization of Higher education
5- Lack of dissemination of information on the international cooperation opportunities and funding
opportunities which in balancing the specific needs of the country's higher educational system with
the national and international requirements.
6- The complexities of the procedures, and requirements required by donors and international
organizations.
Question 3: What needs to change or be created to face these challenges within and/or outside of
higher education institutions?
•
•
•
•
•

•

Development of institutional twinning arrangements for the joint conduct of research and
the awarding of diplomas and degrees.
Reducing unnecessary regulations and bureaucratic procedures related to higher education
international cooperation.
Providing adequate funding to support international cooperation
Enhance dissemination on the new projects and opportunities related to international
cooperation in both education and scientific research sectors.
Tackling global issues collaboratively, starting with COVID-19, we will be so much better
placed to solve the many issues, known and unknown, that our planet will undoubtedly face
in decades to come, and to achieve the SGDs
Revise the agreements and to ensure the cyber security procedures for the individuals using
the online/ hypered learning
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•

Developing several measures to support the transparency and recognition of knowledge,
skills, and competencies to make it easier to study and work anywhere.
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Which Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) were particularly emphasised during
this consultation?
☐ Goal 1: No poverty
☐ Goal 2: Zero hunger
☐ Goal 3: Good health and
well-being
☒ Goal 4: Quality education
☒ Goal 5: Gender equality
☐ Goal 6: Clean water and
sanitation

☐ Goal 7: Affordable and clean
energy

☐ Goal 12: Responsible
consumption and production

☐ Goal 8: Decent work and
economic growth

☐ Goal 13: Climate action

☒Goal 9: Industry, innovation,
and infrastructure
☐ Goal 10: Reduced inequality
☐ Goal 11: Sustainable cities
and communities

☐ Goal 14: Life below water
☐ Goal 15: Life on land
☐ Goal 16: Peace and justice
strong institutions
☒Goal 17: Partnerships to
achieve the goals

You may provide additional feedback…
Are there any other issues that should be considered in relation to higher education challenges
and options in your community, your region, the world?
Please refer to the country policy report

Is there any other comment you wish to share with UNESCO or the organisers of the
WHEC2022?
For this consultation the Egyptian National commission for UNESCO organized a workshop
for the contact persons in Public Universities responsible for the international cooperation.
The workshop included a brief on the National commission and its role in the establishment
of UNESCO chairs, on UNESCO programme and prizes and an extensive brief on WHEC 2022
and its concept note. An explanation of the consultation was also done.
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List of participants
[Please, include the moderator (s)]
Mr./
Mrs.

First name

Last name

Title/organisation

Nationality

Email address (if the participant wishes
to receive information about the
WHEC2022)

Mrs.

Lamia

Mustafa

Acting Dean of the Faculty of
Tourism and Hotels, Matrouh
University

Egyptian

lamiaamosta@yahoo.com

Mrs.

Donya

Jereish

Assistant professor, the Faculty
of Education, Suez Canal
University

Egyptian

donya_abdelrahman@edu.suez.edu.eg

Mrs.

Nahla

Hussien

Professor, Henha University

Egyptian

nahla.hassan@fapa.bu.edu.eg

Mr.

Mohamed

Youssef

Assistant professor, Faculty of
Computing and Artificial
Intelligence Beni Suef
University

Egyptian

Mohammed.a.ayoussif@fcis.bsu.edu.eg

Associate professor,

Egyptian

ahmed.hamdy@ffa.Luxor.edu.eg

Egyptian

gamal.badr@aun.edu.eg

Mr.

Ahmed

Abdel Haris

m.abdalla.youssif@gmail.com

Director of International
Cooperation at the University,
Luxor University
Mr.

Gamal

Badr

Vice Dean of the Faculty of
Science for Graduate Studies
and Research
and Coordinator of the
International Relations Office at
Assiut University
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Mr.

Mohamed

Hassan

Director of the TICO Office Vice Dean of the Faculty of
Science, Port Said University

Egyptian

Mohamedkamel24@yahoo.com
mohamedkamel@sci.psu.edu.eg

Mr.

Sherif

Abu El-Enein

Coordinator of International
cooperation - Head of the
Electrical Engineering
Department, Faculty of
Engineering, Port Said
University

Egyptian

s.abuelenin@arts.psu.edu.eg

Mr.

Mahmoud

Shakl

Executive Director of the Main
Center for International
Relations and Expatriates
Affairs, Tanta University

Egyptian

mahmoud.shakl@dent.tanta.edu.eg

Mr.

Hany

salam

Director of the International
Relations Office at Kafr elsheikh University

Egyptian

hanyahmed2008@yahoo.com

Mrs.

Hanan

El-Zeiny

Assistant Prof, Department of
Business Administration,
Faculty of Commerce,
Alexandria University

Egyptian

hananeelzeiny@comm.alexu.edu.eg

Mr.

Ziad

El-Sayyad

Associate Professor,
Department of Architecture,
Alexandria University

Egyptian

zelsayad1@alexu.edu.eg

Mrs.

Haydi

Bayoumi

Director of Grants and Projects
Department, Central
Administration for International
Relations, Cairo University

Egyptian

heidi.bayoumy@cu.edu.eg

Mr.

ALi

Hassan

Assistant Prof. Faculty of
Science, Suez University

Egyptian

ali.maged@suezunl.edu.eg
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Mrs.

Marwa

Abbas

Assistant Prof. Faculty of
Petroleum and Mining
Engineering Suez University

Egyptian

marwa.abbas@suezuni.edu.eg

Mrs.

Radwa

Ammar

Assistant Prof. College of
Politics and Economics, Beni
Suef University

Egyptian

Radwa.ammar@eps.bsu.edu.eg

Mr.

Mustafa

Qader

Assistant Prof. Faculty of
Agriculture, Sohag University,

Egyptian

m.abdelkader@agr.sohag.cdu.eg

Mrs.

Nashwa

Said

Director of International
Relations Office at the
University, Sadat City University

Egyptian

IRO@usc.edu.eg
Nashwa.Soteiman@fth.usc.edu.eg
Dr.nastrwasotieman@gmail.com

Mrs.

Mona

El-Sherbiny

Assistant Prof, Mansoura
University

Egyptian

dr_mona_elhelali@mans.edu.ed

Mr.

Hazem

El-Gamal

Associate Prof.

Egyptian

internationalCooperation@aswu.edu.eg

Egyptian

amanyeldiasty@du.edu.eg

Director of the International
Cooperation Office, Aswan
University,
Mrs.

Amani

Al-Daysty

Assistant Prof.
Faculty of Arts, Damietta
University
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